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Discovery 

 Roentgen discovered x-ray in 

Nov. 1895, received Nobel 

Prize in physics in 1901

 Soon used in medicine and 

use proliferated   – no 

realization of dangers early on 

and many early users suffered 

damage.



First Use of X-Ray in Chiropractic 
 1910- Palmer School of Chiropractic (PSC)

 BJ palmer  


1st machine installed in an upstairs bedroom  

 No shielding was used because of lack of knowledge of 
effects of radiation exposure at that time 

 Use of x-ray in chiropractic was controversial and was part of 
the reason the Universal Chiropractic College was formed by 
faculty from the PSC.  

 My parents graduated from UCC in 1914 and 1915  

 Earnest A. Thompson- First head of radiology at PSC

 1919- Chiropractic Spinography published 

 Left PSC and spent over a year in private practice in UT 

 Sausser became head of Radiology at PSC during that time and 
did some work with spinography



Spinography 

 The term SPINOGRAPHY  was introduced early to 
differentiate chiropractic use from diagnosis – a bad 
word in early chiropractic 

 Initially used to verify palpation findings and look at 
subluxations as well as scoliosis 

 NOT to diagnose pathology or anomaly 

 In Thompson's book Chiropractic Spinography in 1924 
(2nd edition) there were already references to 
anomalies and pathology

 Its use by BJ Palmer at PSC made it popular 

 Contributed to the division in chiropractic into 
“straight” or “mixer” depending on your use of 
radiography





Warren L. Sausser 
 In Dr. Thompson’s absence Dr. Sausser headed the radiology department 

at PSC 

 When Dr. Thompson returned, Dr. Sausser entered the armed forces where 

he got much training as a radiographer.   

 Incidentally most of the early x-ray people in chiro sought their training in the 

services

 Sausser developed 14x36 radiographs in cooperation with Eastman Kodak 

which developed the cassettes and film 

 8X36 films were also done but were not practical for scoliosis, etc.  

 Actually some full body films were done and exhibited, but never achieved 

any real use 

 Sausser's work was published in Eastman Kodak's Radiography and 

Photography

 Upright vs recumbent films 





Warren L. Sausser DC

1937

 Sausser opened an x-ray laboratory in NYC in 

early 50s with an MD fronting for him.  

 He was upset that an MD with no knowledge 

of x-ray could have a lab, but he could not.  

 Licensure of Chiropractors in NY did not 

occur until middle 50s and use of x-ray was 

restricted to specific body areas for years.  



Universal Spinography Society 
 The Universal Spinographic Society was formed in 1924 

with Sausser its president.  Palmer was much involved 

and it became part of the Universal Spinographic and 

Neurocalometer Society and soon was lost.   



Board of Counselors of Spinographers

 In 1930 the Board of Counselors of Spinographers and X-ray 
Operators was formed as a committee of the National 
Chiropractic association (NCA), with Sausser its president.  

 Articles by him and others appeared in The Chiropractic 
Journal for several years.

 In 1934 it became the National Council of Chiropractic 
Roentgenologists (NCCR) with Sausser still president 

 Waldo Poehner succeeding him as president in 1937.    



Waldo G. Poehner, DC 
 Considered the Father of chiropractic 

radiology

 Poehner had accumulated some training 

from MDs and was acknowledged the 

premier chiropractor in roentgenology at the 

time.  

 He taught 3 “post-graduated courses” (3 

days each) attended by Michael 

Giammarino, DC, who acquired more 

training and became one of the early 

experts.  







Formation of a Certification Program 

 There was talk of a certification program for several years in the 

NCCR (late 40s) and in 1957 the Council on Education of NCA 

recommended a certification board which was appointed by Ed 

Kropf, the President of NCCR.  

 Over the next months the rules, requirements, etc were approved 

by the CCE who also approved those chosen to be the board, 

based on their reputations and training which was acquired over 

the years.    

 Board members:  Waldo Poehner, Leo Wunsch, Fred Baier, Duane 

Smith and Michael Giammarino. 



Ed Kropf DC 

President of the Council on Roentgenology

 Appointed the Board 



1st Postgraduate course at National College 

1958

Taught by Dr. Janse

and Dr. Kissinger





Requirement to Take Exam 

Requirement to take the exams were

5 years in practice using x-ray

100 hours of post-graduate training (acquired from almost 

any source)

 The hourly training moved up to 200, then 240 and 

eventually to 300 hours acquired through an 

accredited chiropractic college with the training 

under a certified roentgenologist.  

Eventually the educational requirement was a full 

time residency at first 2 years and now 3.



Contents of Examination 

 Subjects for examination (3 

days) were:

 Oral film reading of osseous 

and soft tissue abnormalities

Written exams in: 

 Skull and sinuses 

 Lung fields and thoracic cage

 Lumbar spine and pelvis

 Osseous pathologies
Gall bladder

 Gastrointestinal abnormalities

 Genitourinary abnormalities

 Arthropathies

 Spine including spinography

 Heart

 Encephalography

 Safety factors

 Myelography

 Hysterosalpingography.  



First Exam 

 The first exam was given in March 1958 in Omaha 
Neb. with 25 applicants.  There were 3 who 
passed: Joseph Janse, Earl Rich, and Lester 
Rehberger.  

 A month before the 1st exam Poehner and Baier
died and the board proceeded with 3 
examiners.  

 Rehberger was chosen as a 4th member a 
second exam was given in May for some who 
had not passed. 

 Ronald Watkins and Leonard Ritchie were  
successful.  

 The 3rd exam was in the spring of 1959 in which 
J.J. McCarthy and I were successful.  (To brag a 
bit:  I was the first after the 1st 3 to pass on 1st try 
and was the 12th to pass).  



First Exam 

 The Postgraduate course at 
NCC had been held before  
the 1st exam and many of 
those who attended took 
the 1st exam expecting it to 
be like many previous 
situations.  

 The scope and difficulty of 
this exam exceeded the 
expectations of most takers 
and most declined further 
tries, but some persisted.   

 NCCR became ACCR in 
1964 with the birth of the 
American Chiropractic 
Association.  





The Training Begins 
 Classes leading to eligibility for the exam were conducted 

by Lincoln Chiropractic College, NCC, Logan and Texas CC.  

 They followed syllabi that each college developed the first 
being by Earl Rich at LCC in conjunction with several of us 
who were presenting the classes.  

 A major part of the course consisted largely of presentations 
from his book Rich’s Atlas, slides of which were used by the 
instructors with a copy of the book given to all participants.  

 Problem – there was no text, only the films and labels.  His 
response to my desire for text was: “you are the text.”  

 Tom Goodrich and James Cox were in the first LCC class.  

 NCC used Meschan's text for its syllabus and other colleges 
had their own.  

 This made some inhomogeneity but a handful of us taught 
for all  the colleges so there was some uniformity.  

Earl Rich DC, DACBR 















Text Book Dilemma 
 There was not one textbook that encompassed all the topics that 

needed to be covered in skeletal radiology. 

 Dr. Terry R. Yochum and Dr. Lindsey Rowe wrote Essentials of Skeletal 

Radiology to fill the need for an all encompassing text. 

 It was the first textbook published by a medical publishing house that was 

written by a Chiropractor. 

 It opened the door for other Chiropractors to publish texts. 



Certified Chiropractic Roentgenologists 

to Diplomate 
 Those who passed the exams were at first designated Certified 

Chiropractic Roentgenologists.  Dr. McCarthy was selected as the 5th

member of the board and he suggested the title of Diplomate, which 
became the designation.

 With the certification of radiologists the colleges upgraded their radiology 
departments to be headed by diplomates,  and all PG courses leading to 
certification had to be taught by diplomates.  

 Residencies were provided at several colleges, the first at NCC where 
James Winterstein and Donald Tomkins, trained by Leonard Ritchie were 
the first to pass the board.  

 Michael Buehler and John Danz, both trained by me, were the next to 
pass and from there on the number of residency trained candidates 
grew until residency was the required route.  





First Residents 





Extended Family Tree 

Total 108

Many More 

since then 



Workshops 
 About 1961 Dr. Rich invited those of us 

who were certified to Lincoln for a 

workshop.  

 I can't find a list of those attending, but 

can recall Cox, Goodrich, Herman 

Schlisserman, Giammarino, Douglas Ray, 

and Ron Watkins. 

 We were so pleased with those 

proceedings that we began an annual 

program which became the American 

Chiropractic College of Radiology.  

 Douglas Ray was the first president, Alfred 

Kauamura VP and Homer Utz secretary.  







ACA Journal 





Workshops Continue 
 Subsequent workshops have 

become annual highlights for 

most Diplomates and there 

are usually between 100 and 

150 attendees.  

 Lecturers have included some 

of the most noted radiologists 

from medicine and 

osteopathy as well as our own 

Diplomates.  
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